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OUR VISION
The City of Oaks Foundation believes that lives are made richer by 

nature and we work to keep nature nearby for all to enjoy.

OUR MISSION
We work to promote healthy outdoor lifestyles connected to 
nature to ensure a great outdoors for a great Raleigh through 

our partnerships with our public parks and recreation 
programs. We also work to remove financial barriers to  

participation in the city’s outdoor and recreational 
activities, especially for children.

OUR PARTNERSHIP 
The City of Oaks Foundation is closely aligned with the City of 
Raleigh’s Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources Department 
and uses this relationship to provide equitable access to our 
community’s natural resources in the form of parks, nature  

preserves and greenways for everyone to enjoy.

It cannot be taken lightly that the City of Oaks Foundation is well-positioned and thriving following  
the pandemic. Under the direction of Executive Director, Chris Heagarty, we have stayed the course and 
along with the sustaining leadership of former Board Chair Nell Joslin, the Foundation has continued to 
chart an ambitious path forward. In 2022, I was honored to receive the baton from Nell as Chair of the 
Board. I have mighty shoes to fill but will proceed with the wisdom and help of those who have paved 
the way up to this point. 
Before we highlight our successes and share a vision of the future, I would be remiss if I didn’t share our 
condolences and immense gratitude for the lives and contributions of two board members who passed 
away in 2022. Betsy Buford and Marshall Harvey left behind an incredible legacy and their work with 
the Foundation continues to leave mighty ripples. Again, the baton is being passed to new board  
members, but we remember Betsy and Marshall who helped shape the Foundation’s new strategic  
vision and its current state today. 
If you reread our & Vision Mission statements, you see the phrase, “The City of Oaks Foundation is closely 
aligned with Raleigh’s Park, Recreation and Cultural Resources Department.” This partnership has been  
the backbone of the Foundation, and I am excited that as we move into a new season, we will not only  
continue in this work but seek to expand our collaboration with the Department under the leadership  
of newly minted Director, Stephen Bentley. Our growing and dynamic relationship with the Department  
will yield new opportunities and relationships. We are excited to see this partnership grow, and our  
work magnified. 
We celebrate a few areas with particular excitement:

	Expanding our financial assistance programs to provide youth with more opportunities for  
recreational programs and educational enrichment

	Exploration of new opportunities for land conservation that help protect our open space  
and natural areas and create new parks and greenways

	Further investment and improvements for Joslin Garden and its thriving volunteer program
These are just the tip of the iceberg. We are also excited to partner and support the Parks  
Department’s initiatives to increase health and wellness in all areas of Raleigh through its camps,  
parks, greenways, and improved access to community centers. The grants that come through the  
Foundation are ensuring kids are engaging the best of Raleigh through our community’s parks,  
and our recreation and cultural resources. The work ahead is expansive but entirely exciting and  
our board is ready to work with the City, the City’s Parks, Recreation & Greenway Advisory Boards,  
and local businesses and community groups to achieve these objectives. 
As we welcome Antoine Marshall and Jessica Tisdale as the newest board members, we are grateful  
for the lives and the leaders who have gotten to this point. We are ready to take the baton and enter  
into the next stage of the race of the Foundation. We want to sincerely thank YOU for your continued  
support in our shared vision that “We believe lives are made richer by nature and we work to keep 
nature nearby for all to enjoy.” 

Mission Driven, Results Achieved: 
The Passing of Batons

City of Oaks Foundation
PO Box 6147

Raleigh, NC  27628

info@cityofoaksfoundation.org
c i t y o f o a k s f o u n d a t i o n . o r g

B e t s y  B u f o r d

T H A N K  Y O U !

Marshall Harvey

S a n d y  R o b e r t s

Chris Heagarty, Executive Director
Charles Meeker 

(Trustee Emeritus)
Diane Sauer 

(Trustee Emerita)

Franklin T. “Sandy” Roberts, Jr.  
(Chair) 

Charlotte Jones-Roe 
(Vice Chair) 
Kevin Brice 
(Treasurer) 

DeAntony Collins 
(Secretary) 

Kristye Brackett*
Betsy Buford *

Marshall Harvey *
Yvonne Lewis Holley 

Nell D. Joslin 
Antoine Marshall *

Deja Smith 
Jessica Tisdale *
Stephen Bentley 

(ex officio)
 

* partial term

Grateful,

Sandy Roberts
Board Chair

http://www.SergioAnalco.com
http://www.cityofoaksfoundation.org
http://www.cityofoaksfoundation.org
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$262,009
Total  

Expenditures

$21,521
Other Income

$68,649
Management

Financials July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

Note: FY 2023 income includes funds accepted and held by the Foundation that are designated for the Skate Raleigh project and held over for the following fiscal year.
An independent financial audit and financial review of the financial statements of the City of Oaks Foundation, Inc. was performed by PLC Rouse Norton PLCC, Certified Public Accountants, completed March 1, 2024.
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$112, 617
Contributions 

& Grants

72.8%

21.1%
6.1%

Programs

Management

Fundraising

$335,661 

Total  
Operating  

Revenue

$175,660
Programs

$125,527

Investment 
Income

$17,700
Fundraising

$2,372

In-kind goods 
and services

$73,623 

Contract Services 
& Programs

The City of Oaks Foundation extends its deep and sincere gratitude to Mr. Charles Sedberry 
for his generous donation of investment property in Oak Island, North Carolina, with proceeds 
from the sale dedicated to the Joslin Garden endowment fund. A former law partner of William 
Joslin and his daughter Nell Joslin, Mr. Sedberry’s contribution to the Joslin Garden endowment 

will help ensure stewardship of the Garden for many years to come. 
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Joslin Garden
The City of Oaks Foundation was originally created in 2010 to help deliver 
this hidden natural treasure as a gift from the family of William and Mary 
Coker Joslin to the people of Raleigh. Joslin Garden became Raleigh’s newest 
public park and garden in July of 2021, with the Joslin House serving as the 
new headquarters for the Foundation.

Though maintained by Raleigh’s Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources  
Department, the City of Oaks Foundation continues to offer financial 
stewardship and community programming at Joslin Garden throughout 
the year, bringing music and exhibitions of visual arts to the Joslin House and 
youth programs to the Garden, including the famous “Owl-oween” 
nature program in October.

Volunteers work with the Parks Department to help keep the Garden 
beautiful, with the Gardeners of Wake County working on a special 
sensory garden and renovating the gazebo and benches, among other
special beautification projects. 

Continued investment by the City of Oaks Foundation and its supporters  
continue to make Joslin Garden great. A special gift to the Joslin Garden  
endowment in 2022, the donation of coastal investment property by Charles 
Sedberry, former law partner of William and Nell Joslin, has helped pay for 
special park features and improvements throughout the year. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Daniels family, a beloved piece of 
artwork been added to the Garden. A neighborhood fixture on Raleigh’s 
White Oak Road, a giant mantis sculpture has re-located to Joslin 
Garden just down the street from its original location, at the former 
home of Frank and Julia Daniels. Working with Julia Jones Daniels, 
the City of Oaks Foundation accepted donation of the sculpture 
and neighbors and guests to the Garden alike are overjoyed that 
this unique character is staying local.

Charlotte Jones-Roe

The Joslin Garden is a green oasis and a place 
to connect with nature. Beautiful native 

plants along the creek and pathways 
sustain birds and pollinators. Formal  

gardens, natural woodlands, a camellia 
collection, and heirloom perennials remind 
visitors of a calmer and more patient era.  

The Joslin Garden is a community treasure, 
a setting for special events as well as a place 

for solitude and quiet reflection. 
 

 – Charlotte Jones-Roe, 
Board of Trustees Vice-Chair 
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Land Conservation
Through the Foundation’s Raleigh, Naturally land conservation 
program, landowners wishing to protect their land in a natural, 
green state are able to do so through conservation easements and 
land donation. In some cases, the Foundation may be able to help 
facilitate donation of protected land to city or county governments 
as a future park such as they did for conservation easement donors 
Bob Kellam and Susan Wyatt, in creating the Kellam-Wyatt Farm 
and Nature Preserve. This almost 60-acre property of fields,  
forests, and lakes is protected by a conservation easement held the 
by the City of Oaks Foundation, and is in the master-planning phase 
of design and will become a new county park scheduled to open in 
coming years. In other cases, a gift to may help be held by the  
Foundation as protected conservation land as it did with a  
donation from Judy and Thomas Tung that helped preserve  
important species registered in the North Carolina Natural Heritage 
Registry while allowing visitors safe access through the land via  
an important extension of Raleigh’s Greenway system through the 
Azalea Falls property. Citizens are also able to support existing parks, greenways and nature 

preserves through the City of Oaks Foundation, which allows donors 
to designate gifts to existing parks and recreation sites around  
Raleigh, from basketball and pickleball courts to beautiful landscaping 
and tree planting. The City of Oaks Foundation also plays an  
important role helping steward new and emerging neighborhood 

groups that are aligned with our mission, serving as an advisor 
and fiscal sponsor to help them operate as a charitable 
organization, such as the Friends of Millbrook Dog Park 
and the Skate Raleigh organization. This year many donors 
helped memorialize Marilyn Sorin, and her generous gift to 
the Foundation that created new pickleball courts at North 
Hills Park, with additional donations used to support parks 
and recreation programming.
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Every square foot of green space 
in Raleigh is important, and its 

importance increases as our  
city grows. The City of Oaks  

Foundation has permanently  
conserved some of Raleigh’s  
special places, and we are  
committed to being a land  

conservation leader because 
great outdoors make  
for a great Raleigh. 

 
 – Kevin Brice, 

Board of Trustees Treasurer

Charlotte Jones-Roe
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Youth & Nature Programs 
The City of Oaks Foundation’s programs for youth focus on conservation, environmental 
education, and getting outdoors and active.  Its signature youth program, Give Play,  
provided over 110 families with financial assistance to attend active outdoor summer 
camps in 2023, rebounding back from limited opportunities during the pandemic.

DeAntony Collins

At the core of our mission is the belief that every child should 
have access to fun and educational programs that connect them 

with the wonders of nature. Through initiatives like Give Play, 
the City of Oaks Foundation offers amazing outdoor camps and 

experiences that inspire children to develop a profound  
appreciation for the natural world. By fostering a love for  

nature at a young age, we are sowing the seeds of  
environmental stewardship that will protect our planet  

for generations to come.

We recognize the importance of making these experiences  
available to children in financially vulnerable communities.  
By aiding families in need, we ensure that opportunities are  

accessible to all the youth in our communities. These programs 
may also provide a needed alternative to the everyday  

challenges they may face and empower them with  
knowledge and skills that could shape their future.  

When we invest in the education and well-being of children, 
we are investing in the sustainability of our neighborhoods.

Through hands-on STEAM based programs like  
Roots 2 STEM and immersive outdoor camps and clubs,  

the City of Oaks Foundation hopes to spark a deep sense of  
reverence for the natural world, encourage lifelong connections,  

and equip children with the tools to become responsible 
stewards of our communities.

It is important to emphasize that these programs aren’t just 
about having fun and making friends; they are about fostering 
a connection with nature and empowering children to make a 

positive impact on their communities. The City of Oaks 
Foundation aims to bridge the gap and ensure  that more 
children can experience nature in the world around them.

 
 – DeAntony Collins, 

Board of Trustees Secretary
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For more information about  
the Give Play program please visit

bit.ly/GivePlayVideo

The development of the new Roots 2 STEM program was launched with  
a successful pilot project in the late summer of 2023. STEM stands for  
“Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics”, important fields that 
provide the advanced skills needed for high paying jobs that are growing in 
our area.  However, students quite often need enrichment outside of school 
to build these skills, and the high cost of  many STEM enrichment programs 
has been a barrier for many families. The City of Oaks Foundation sponsored 
16 students attending the Lawrence and Irene Clark STEM and Leadership
Academy, providing project-based learning STEM education curriculum 
designed for rising 3rd and 5th grade students. The students were selected 
from multiple schools in the Raleigh area to increase community partnerships 
and reach underserved population goals. With this successful pilot, similar 
programming will be sponsored next year and beyond at community centers 
serving economically vulnerable neighborhoods through the Raleigh Parks, 
Recreation & Cultural Resources Department.

Through the Neighborhood Ecology Corps program,  
created by Randy Senzig and the Center for Human Earth Restoration,
the Foundation partners with Raleigh Parks, Recreation & Cultural 
Resources Department  to sponsor an after-school program that gets 
teams of students involved in assessing the environmental condition, 
assets, and needs of their shared neighborhoods. In FY 2023 expansion 
of this program was made possible in part through the support Fund  
for the Triangle – Support for the Environment of the Triangle  
Community Foundation.

The City of Oaks Foundation also thanks the Bank of America  
Foundation for its continued sponsorship of Partnership Raleigh 
which employed a team of young adults over the summer to conduct 
a variety of natural resources-related projects within several Raleigh 
parks and nature preserves and the Office of Sustainability. The  
primary goal of the program was to expose the students, made up  
primarily of youth under-represented in conservation professions, 
to a variety of natural resources issues, expert speakers, educational 
experiences, and professional development opportunities geared 
towards helping them take the next step in their careers. 

http://bit.ly/GivePlayVideo
http://bit.ly/GivePlayVideo
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Skate Raleigh

AJ Fletcher Foundation
Alphin, Linda
Alphin, Will
Alston, Van
Felix, Charles
Anderson, Liz
Ashby, Claire
Ashby, Martha
Atlas Stark Holdings
Aycock, Ben

In 2022 and 2023, the City of Oaks Foundation partnered with the new Skate Raleigh organization to 
build a skate park in Downtown Raleigh. Acting as a fiscal sponsor for the Skate Raleigh group, the 
Foundation assisted in raising and managing almost $250,000 in private funds used to activate a  
vacant lot along the City’s main downtown entry corridor at Capitol Boulevard. Using a public-private 
partnership with Raleigh’s Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources Department, Skate Raleigh and 
the City of Oaks Foundation raised funds to build a temporary skating facility on the site of the future 
Smoky Hollow Park, to benefit Raleigh’s youth and add a new and exciting amenity on the City  
greenway system for minimal investment. 

Thank you to our 2022-2023 
Skate Raleigh Donors!

Bigelow, Angela
Bonchak, Jonathan
Boyette, Kate
Boykin, Jeffrey
Brown, Farnum
Bullard, Gary
Burkett, Laura
Bush, Melanie

Cain, James
Camp, Jenny
Carbajal, Brian
Carpenter Development
Cerqueira, John
Charland, Cody
Chipley, Loy
Cobb, Jennifer
Collada, Juan Carlos
Conlon Family Partnership
Creech Wilson, Alice
Currin, Kevin

Chris Heagarty

Helping neighbors to find ways to support 
their local parks, and in this case build a new 

one, is one of the really great ways the City 
of Oaks Foundation makes Raleigh a better 
place.  It has been really exciting watching 

this project come to fruition! 
 

 – Chris Heagarty, 
City of Oaks Foundation Executive Director
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Davidson & Jones Hotel Corp
DeHart, Henry
Dimitroff, Connie
Eastern Skateboard Supply, Inc.
Eichhorst, Brandon
Ernst, Phillip
Fell, Leah
Finkman, Guy
Forno, Michael
Furgurson, Dan
Futrell, Richard
Garrett, Cara
Georgoulias, Tom
Gillison, Caroline
Gilmore, Skillet
Goalen, Kaitlyn
Goldthwaite Foundation
Greene, H. Davis
Guillama, Luis
Heagarty, Chris 
Hill, Sean
Hipps, Elizabeth
Holmes, Elliot
Homan, Shellie
Horst, James
Hutchinson, Sig
Hylton, William
Inman, Lucy
Jacobs, Allison
Jacobson, Elizabeth
Johnsen, Lissa
Johnson, Nicole
Jordan, Jacqueline

Thank you to our 2022-2023 
Skate Raleigh Donors!

Kadis, Claudia
Kadis, Danny
Kilpatrick, Angela
Kings Auto Service
Knowles, Melinda
Kruger, Mary
Lemanski, Michael
Licata, Mark
Loftin, John
Mangano, Roseanna
Mangano, Salvatore
Mangano, Sarah Colley
Mangano, Stephen
Marsden, George
Mary Frances & Braxton Wil-
son Charitable Fund
Mims, Devern
Moore, Alli
Morris, Brett
Murphy, Kelley
Nesis, Nick
Noffsinger, Martin
O’Connor, Christy
O’Connor, Kerry
O’Reagan, Janathea
Pappas, Peter
Parker Poe Law Firm
Patton, Charles
Perry, Jonathan
Plattner, Susan
Pominville, Joel

RDC Property Management
Richardson, Pat
Rivero, Oscar
Romero, JR
Rotchford, John
Ruck, Michael
Salazar, Jonathan
Singletary, Jonathan
Skinner, Jeffrey
Smith Vance, Amber
Smith, Michele
Smith, Paul
Sollecito, Nicholas
Spratte, David
Steffey, Jill
Stein, Anna & Josh
Sturgis, Sue
Thompson, Bruce
Thompson, Susan
Triangle Community Foundation
Walker, Elizabeth
Warf, Doug
Warren, Jer
Wellborn, Laura
Wences, Elmo
Williams, Thomas
Williamson, Lisa
Yoder, William
York Properties
Zell, Emily
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Founders’ Circle ($1000+)
Camden, Wes & Emily
The Daniels Family
Gant, Elizabeth
Heagarty, Chris
Jones-Roe, Charlotte & Chuck Roe
Joslin, Nell
Maxwell, Christine & William
Townsend Family Foundation
Watson, Carolyn
Wyatt, Susan
	
SUSTAINERS ($500 - $999)
Cain, Copie
Colvin, Bill & Nancy
Dudeck, Jennifer
Earth Share of NC Raleigh Campaign
Joslin, James
Lloyd, Steven
Lysaght, Greer & Chuck
Midyette, Carlton
Miller, Benjamin
Monahan, Kristen
Oxholm, Tom & Becky
White, David & Janine LeBlanc

PATRONS ($101 - $499)
Allen, Russell
Amazon Smile
Anderson, Lide & William
Arnett, Patricia
Avant Gardeners
Baggett, Fred
Bell Family Foundation
Bentley, Stephen
Bowers, Henry & Sory
Brady, Dan
Brennen-Lisko, Samantha
Brice, Mary and Kevin
Bykov, Aleksei
Corbett, Brian & Morgan
Danforth, Lauren
Gatano, Betty
Gurganus, Susan
Hammond, Evon
Hardin, Rachel
Jeffreys, Edie
Johnson, Trevor
Kuhr, Matt & Mary
Lundy, Clyde & Meredith
Medlin, Annie
Migliore Meyer, Adam
Miller, John & Claire
NC Road Runners Club
Roberts, Sandy
Seed Art Share
Spruill, Carol
Wanninger, Charles
Watson, Elizabeth
York, Smedes

Donors

Grants, Bequests, & Sponsorships
Alignment Health Plan of NC
American Beverage Foundation
Bank of America Foundation
BlueCross BlueShield of NC
Care Access
Carie Foundation
Eat Smart, Move More, Prevent Diabetes
Humana
NC Beverage Association
NC Senior Games
Nestle USA
Poplar Springs Christian Church
Raleigh Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources Department
Revive Boost Rebuild Physical Therapy
YMCA of the Triangle		

DONATIONs made in Memory or Honor of
Memorials
William & Mary Coker Joslin
Marilyn Sorin

Honorary Recognitions
Shawsheen Baker
Troy Burton
Ivan Dickey
Sory Bowers
Giavonia Harris
Tansy Hayward
Chris Heagarty
Ken Hisler
Nell Joslin
The Joslin Family
Helene McCullough
Jenny Street 
Aundrea White

For a fast way to donate to the City of Oaks Foundation, please visit:

CityOfOaksFoundation.org/quick-donate

Thank you to our 2022-2023 Donors!

http://www.CityOfOaksFoundation.org/quick-donate
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Donors For a fast way to donate to the City of Oaks Foundation, please visit:

CityOfOaksFoundation.org/quick-donate

Friends (Up to $100 - partial list)
Anonymous
Baker Ward, Ann
Baker, Elisabeth
Baker, Prentiss
Ball Hodge, Anna
Beckman-Harned, Selena
Bitters, Susanna
Bullard, Martine
Butterworth, Matt
Byrd, Nancy
Carter, Rob
CD Physical Therapy
Chaksupa, Joy
Conyers, Al
Cowles, Susan
Curran, Lorraine
Davis, Terry & Mike
Diamond, Louis & Karen
Dougherty, Stephen
Dowling, Sylvia
Downer, Katy
Fanjul, Stephanie
Folda, Jaroslav
Fouts, Zara Gray
Gardner, Katherine Maeve
Gilmore, Dargan
Graham, Kimberly

Hibbits, Richard
Kamin, Rhonda
Kuhr, Bonnie
Lasher, Dan
Laurie, Samuel
Lebden, Abbey
Levin, Stuart & Sondra Panico
Lowe, Anna
Mansfield, Sara
Martin, Sam
Maughan, Grayson
Montclair, Alex
Moore, Jesse
Ostrow, Barry & Lois
Padgette, Robert
Page, Sandy
Parrott, Susan
Payne, Scott
Perrou, Molly & Ben
Pestcoe, Alison
Poe, Phillip
Rankin Cowan, Ann
Robertson, Beth
Ross, Art

Sabin, Erna
Sameer, Bhat
Sanella LLC
Schecter, Steve
Schoonmaker, Marjorie
Shatyonia, K
Shaw, John
Shull, Lance
Shypilov, Andril
Skinner, Jenny
Smalls, Jordan
Smith, Deja
Smith, RuthAnn
Spencer, Wesley
Threatt-Taylor, Dale
Tucker, Mary
Walker, Kathy
Watters, Molly
Williams, Kamika
Willoughby, Kimberly
Winneberger, Catherine
Wood, Elaine
Wooten, Rachel
Yanke, Grete
Zambon, Sarah

Thank you to our 2022-2023 Donors!

http://www.CityOfOaksFoundation.org/quick-donate
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For a fast way to donate to 
the City of Oaks Foundation, please visit:

CityOfOaksFoundation.org/quick-donate

The Foundation has  

also partnered with the 

 City of Raleigh to support 

important youth programs 

such as the new Skate Raleigh 

organization to build a skate 

park in Downtown Raleigh  

Let’s roll!

http://www.cityofoaksfoundation.org
http://www.cityofoaksfoundation.org
http://www.CityOfOaksFoundation.org/quick-donate

